Taken from Barnard College’s Website “Academic Writing and Originality
The Contradictions of American Academic Writing
· Show you have done your research, but write something new and original 
· Appeal to experts and authorities, but improve upon, or disagree with experts and authorities
· Improve your English by mimicking what you hear and read, but use your own words, your own voice 

· Give credit where credit is due, but make your own significant contribution 

(Avoiding Plagiarism. Online Writing Lab, Purdue University. 14 June 2004 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html.)
One common difficulty that students encounter as they attempt to synthesize their own scholarly contributions is the pressure to be original. While the English Department and the College encourage and expect you to extend your thinking and your scholarship beyond what you hear, see, or read, your sources are an integral background for that work. As you develop your academic writing it is very important to acknowledge each and every one of your sources. By doing so, you do not diminish the value of your contribution. Rather, "you demonstrate your integrity and skill as a responsible participant in the conversation of scholarship" (Sources par. 1).1 
For further discussion of originality, proper citations, and responsible scholarship, see:
For more information see the MLA Handbook, the English Department’s "Guide to the Preparation of Papers," or:
· "Why Cite Sources?" Sources [Dartmouth Coll.] 
· Academic Integrity at Princeton: The Challenge of Original Work [Princeton Univ.] 
· How to Avoid Plagiarism [Northwestern Univ.] “
Barnard College’s take on Common Knowledge with reference to MLA citations.
“‘Common knowledge’ can be defined as facts that the majority of members of a community can be expected to know. It is knowledge ‘held in common.’ A much-used example of common knowledge, quoted in the MLA Handbook and in other print resources, is ‘George Washington was the first President of the United States.’ Facts like this one, in other words, are things you can expect your reader to be aware of before he or she reads your work. Common knowledge also includes well-known proverbs or quotations. If some of the information in your paper is common knowledge, it need not be cited.
In general, when deciding what constitutes common knowledge, err on the side of caution. When you are in doubt over whether or not you can expect your reader to know a given fact, proverb, or famous quotation, track down and cite a source. It is better to over-document than to under-document. For more information, see:
· "Common Knowledge and Quotations." Guide to Plagiarism and Cyber-Plagiarism. [Univ. of Alberta]
· Academic Integrity at Princeton: Not-So-Common-Knowledge. [Princeton Univ.]”


With regard to Common Knowledge, Utah State University English Department’s Website states,

“Sometimes it's difficult to be sure what counts as common knowledge, especially when writing in an academic discipline that's new to you. Perhaps you aren't familiar with Van Gogh or an atomic number. A good rule of thumb is to ask yourself if a knowledgeable reader would be familiar with the information. You may need to consult with a knowledgeable person within the discipline, like a teacher or professional. If you aren't sure if something counts as common knowledge and are not able to talk with someone in the field, find an appropriate source and cite it to be safe.1”
