Outline Format – Humanities 

Students often have different ideas about outlines… a good outline provides a detailed framework from which the draft can be written.  The more work you do now, the easier the draft and final SMP will be.

There are two common forms of outlines:
Topic Outline – Topic outline uses only short phrases instead of complete sentences.

Sentence Outline – A sentence outline consists of complete sentences only.

The Modern Language Association (MLA) standardizes writing rules, and most high schools and colleges adhere to these rules.  If you choose to use a formal outline, you may opt to use the following format (Roman numerals, letters, and numbers) to frame your paper.  This is just a general guide so you'll know how to use the indentations, letters, and numbers.  (Feel free to cut and paste it and then develop it using your research and information).

It is a good idea to cite your sources for the various quotes, facts, paraphrasing, and information you include using parenthetical documentation as you go.  That way you are less likely to inadvertently plagiarize when you work on your draft using the outline/framework.

Think about the logical progression of your content and how to best prove your thesis.  You want your paper to flow – ideas should progress and build –not haphazardly hop around.

Slightly modified because a pure MLA Outline begins with the thesis (not a title) –but for the sake of the SMP, the following suggestions may be useful.

Paper Title (start thinking now!!!)

I. Intro. Paragraph(s)

A. Intro to topic (lead question/quote/provocative statement)

B. Background/Brief Overview of…

C. Course Essential Q (s)

D. Thesis
II.  Argument #1 (will be at least 3 paragraphs of info responding to one of your guiding questions/central premises)
A. First evidence supporting this argument 
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
B. Second evidence supporting this argument 

1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to  Course Essential Q
C. Third evidence supporting this argument
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
III.  Argument #2 (will be at least 3 paragraphs of info responding to one of your guiding questions/central premises)
A. First evidence supporting this argument 
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
B. Second evidence supporting this argument 

1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
C. Third evidence supporting this argument
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q

IV.  Argument #3 (will be at least 3 paragraphs of info responding to one of your guiding questions/central premises)
A. First evidence supporting this argument 
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
B. Second evidence supporting this argument 

1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q
C. Third evidence supporting this argument
1. Detail 

a.  More Detail


i.  Even More Detail (quotes)

ii. Even More Detail (analysis of quotes)
2. Connection to Course Essential Q

V.  Conclusion – Restatement of Thesis


A. Interpretation of information


B. Overall importance of information presented


C. Relationship to Essential Q’s


D. Possible trends in the future?


E. Possible Historical Significance / Global Impact?
