HUMANITIES
What does it mean to be human?
What does it mean to have human rights?
What are my responsibilities and duties to others?
Is the human condition changing?
Have we become more or less civil?
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Humanities 
The Humanities course is designed to fulfill two main goals.  First, and most important, our goal is to educate Seniors about universal human rights - what human rights are, how to recognize when human rights are being violated, and some of the most significant issues involving human rights in the world today.  Through our class discussions and assignments regarding current events and social issues, each student will consider the question "What are my responsibilities and duties toward others?"  
Second, we strive to foster student independence and personal responsibility.  Our aim to give Seniors an experience similar to the setting and teaching style of many college courses.  The course is taught in a large group, in an auditorium setting, to heterogeneous learning levels.  The topics we explore and the discussions, activities, and assignments we choose are designed to encourage students to take initiative as independent learners.
Humanities students must complete a Senior Mastery Project (SMP).  The SMP consists of a written component, a presentation, and a static exhibit.  We encourage students to choose topics that have a connection to human rights and/or social issues; SMPs MUST connect to at least one of the following essential questions:
· What does it mean to be human?
· What does it mean to have human rights?
· What are my responsibilities and duties to others?
· Is the human condition changing?  
· Have we become more or less civil?
· What is truth?
· What is beauty?
· What is morality?
· How did we get here and where are we going?
Most of the SMP work takes place independently, outside of class time.  Each student must choose a faculty member or administrator to work with as a mentor on the project, and we will use class time to discuss student progress, questions, and concerns regarding the SMP.
All seniors must take and pass Humanities in order to graduate.
Humanities Coursework
Humanities students will be responsible for completing a variety of assignments, including written responses to readings, regular journal entries, and unit responses at the end of each unit.  Unit responses are typically one- to two-page research-based essays in which students develop and defend a point of view in response to the unit.  Most units also involve an objective quiz or some other end-of-unit assessment.  There is also a cumulative, in-class final assessment for the class, which will be completed before the regular final exam period.
Deadlines and Late Policy
All work for Humanities class is due in class on the assigned due date (not by the end of the day).   There is a 20% penalty for any work turned in late up to one week following the due date.  For SMP updates, NO CREDIT will be given for work turned in more than one week past the due date.  For all assignments other than SMP updates, students may receive up to 50% credit for work turned in more than one week late, up to the date that grades close each quarter.  Late work will not be accepted for credit after grades close each quarter.
The Senior Mastery Project (SMP)
SMP Mentors and Updates
Each student completing a Senior Mastery Project must identify a mentor from the Avon High School faculty or administration.  A mentor should be a source of information, guidance, support, and encouragement throughout a student's work on the SMP.  Early in the semester, students and their mentors should discuss their shared expectations regarding the SMP; it is perfectly acceptable for a mentor's expectations to exceed the minimum requirements described here.  It is always the student's responsibility to arrange and participate in meetings with his or her mentor.  Students and mentors are encouraged to meet as often as they need to; however, at the very least these meetings are required before each SMP update is completed and turned in.  There is a definite correlation between the number of mentor meetings and success on the SMP.
There are periodic SMP Updates worth 35 points each that are graded by mentors.  The material due for each update is described on the SMP Update Schedule which students receive at the start of the semester.  For each mentor meeting, students should bring the required work and update grade sheet.  After receiving a grade from their mentors, students will turn in the update grade sheet with the appropriate work attached to their Humanities teacher on the due date.  
If a mentor finds a student's progress, attitude, or commitment unsatisfactory, he or she can resign and the student must find a new mentor.
SMP Papers and Presentations: 
The SMP paper should be a scholarly research paper of at least 10 pages, not counting the Works Cited page.  This paper must be double spaced with 1-inch left, right, top, and bottom margins; no font larger than 12 point (in the case of Courier New, no larger than 10 point) can be used.  All written materials must follow Avon High School research paper standards.  The written component must be typewritten.
A minimum of 8 different sources are required, two of which must be books, preferably published since 2000.  Databases and ebooks are great resources to consider for authoratative, current information.  Sources such as encyclopedias (online and otherwise) or dictionaries do NOT count towards the total of eight required sources.
SMPdrafts and final papersmust have an average of at least 3 citations per page.  All sources must be cited using MLA format to avoid plagiarism.
All Humanities students present their Senior Mastery Projects to faculty, mentors, students, and invited guests on Senior Mastery Night.  Each presentation is 30 minutes long.  Presentations are evaluated based on how well a student demonstrates mastery of his or her topic and the effectiveness of the presentation skills he or she uses.  Students are expected to incorporate a variety of public speaking strategies into their presentations.
Students may complete an SMP in partnership with one other student, however the SMP must 

then reflect an entire semester’s worth of work for each student, and the contributions of each 
must be clearly identified.  A paired project must be at least 20 pages, contain 16 separate 
sources, and culminate in a 60-minute presentation.
Non-traditional Projects:
Students are encouraged to consider completing a non-traditional SMP, in which the student creates or performs an original work (for example, an art portfolio, original film, or musical composition) in addition to a written paper.  Non-traditional SMPs still must include a written, research-based paper (although not necessarily a 10-page, thesis-driven paper) which must include connections to the course's essential questions, a static exhibit, and a presentation.  These can be tailored to the individual project with the assistance of the Humanities teachers and the mentor. Students will be required to develop and turn in an individualized project schedule for non-traditional SMPs.  If this option is of interest, a student should discuss it with his or her Humanities teacher as soon as possible.
Academic Honesty
The following excerpts are from the Avon High School Student-Parent-Teacher Handbook:
One of the prime purposes of Avon High School is to help students become knowledgeablepeople and scholars by reaching their intellectual potential.  Tests, homework, and various projects (including term papers) are designed to enable teachers to assess students' progress and offer appropriate instruction.  In light of the above, it is the belief of the faculty and administration that, in order to support students in becoming responsible citizens, all work submitted by students to their teachers must represent their personal efforts.  As a reflection of this belief, Avon High School has instituted an honor code (8).
Avon High School Honor Code
 
Avon High School requires adherence to certain standards of academic integrity.  These standards may be intuitively understood; however, the following examples represent some basic types of behavior that are unacceptable.
 
1.   Cheating:  using unauthorized notes, study aids, or information on an examination; copying another student's work; allowing another person to do one's work and submitting that work under one's own name; submitting identical or similar papers for credit in more than one course without permission from the course teacher.
2.   Plagiarism:   submitting material that in part or whole is not entirely one's own work without attributing those same portions to their correct source.
3.   Fabrication:  falsifying or inventing any information, data or citation.
4.   Obtaining an Unfair Advantage:  (a) gaining access to examination materials; (b) stealing or concealing library materials with the purpose of depriving others of their use; (c) unauthorized collaborating on an academic assignment; or, (d) otherwise undertaking activity with the purpose of creating or obtaining an unfair academic advantage over the other students' academic work.
5.   Falsification of Records or Official Documents:  forging signatures of authorization on documents such as a letter of permission or a drop/add form.
1. Unauthorized Access to Computerized Academic or Administrative Systems:  modifying computer programs or systems, or interfering with the use or availability of computer systems or information.
2. Unauthorized use of teacher materials, accessed from a teacher’s desk, files or computer.
 
As members of this school community where academic integrity is a fundamental commitment, students are expected to abide by the basic standards set forth in the honor code.  It is their obligation not to violate the system or aid in any violation.  Any violation of the code, or participation in unacceptable conduct outlined above, will be cause to penalty as appropriate under the circumstances.
 
Sanctions may include, but are not limited to:
 
·         A grade of "zero" for any work in which cheating and/or plagiarism has occurred. 
·         Parent meeting/conference
·         A letter of reprimand to the student, copied to a parent/guardian
·         Student’s guidance counselor will be notified
·         Student may jeopardize his/her eligibility for awards/recognitions offered by Avon High School
·         The student will offer a written apology to the faculty member in whose course the incident occurred
·         All final decisions may be appealed in writing to principal
·         A reporting period grade of an “F” on a second incident within the same course
 
 Failure to maintain the standards of academic integrity in Humanities could result in any or all of  the following :
· Loss of credit on each assignment that is affected
· Loss of credit on the entire Senior Mastery Project (paper, presentation, and exhibit), even if only the paper is involved, or loss of credit on the presentation or exhibit if only the presentation or exhibit is involved

· Disciplinary action, including suspension
· Failure of the course
Source Citations
The purpose of citing sources in a paper is to give clear credit to resources used and to provide the reader with enough information to find the original work easily.  What this means is that all sources that are cited in a student's SMP must be readily available to the Humanities teachers.  It will be the student’s responsibility to produce that source upon request and within a reasonable amount of time (2-3 days).  To fail to do these two things will be considered plagiarism, the theft of ideas, words, etc., and will be treated appropriately.  Additionally, not only must students use and properly cite all of the sources from their Works Cited pages, but also they should take care to ensure that their use of citations is balanced.  In other words, the majority of the citations in a  paper should not come from just one or two sources.  Students should also strive to maintain a balance with their sources in other ways as well (e.g., types of research material, dates of publication).
Students are required to use proper MLA format when citing their sources, both within the body of the paper and on the Works Cited page.  Information regarding MLA format, and copies of the MLA Handbook, can be obtained from English teachers or at the front desk in the media center.  The MLA Handbook contains instructions on how to cite any type of source, including books, magazines and journals, newspapers, personal interviews, videos, web sites, ebooks, databases, wikis, and blogs.  Please be aware that a new edition of the MLA Handbook was released in April 2009 and that we will adhere to the latest electronic documentation standards it establishes.
Here is an example of a parenthetical citation for information found in book by one author:
John, the part-time narrator of the novel, downplays Lester Ballard’s repulsive uniqueness when he suggests that he is a “child of God much like yourself perhaps” (McCarthy 4).
Here is an example of how the works cited entry for that same source would be listed on the Works Cited page and in your Updates:

McCarthy, Cormac.  Child of God. New York: Random House, 1973. Print.
Entries on your Works Cited page must follow the MLA format.
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