Senior Mastery Project Updates 2012 - 2013
Put June 6, 2013, 6:30-9:00pm on your calendar
for SMP NIGHT!!!
SMP Update Mentor Sheets:

Each Update includes a Mentor Grade Sheet, with comments from your mentor and a grade from 1 – 35. Most

Updates also include typed information of some kind. You are responsible for meeting your mentor before the

update class, showing what you have completed, and spending significant time with him or her reviewing your

progress.All updates are due at the start of the period on the date they are due.
SMP Update 1 – due February 8, 2013
Mentor Selection, SMP Topic, SMP Working Thesis, and Essential Questions

Before this date, you

---MUST have a mentor

---should consider the big or guiding questions that you plan to research to support your proposed thesis. These

guiding questions are different from the course essential questions. Your guiding questions are the specific questions

that you will need to address in your research, in order to write your paper. Answering these questions will allow you to prove your thesis. For example, imagine that your thesis is "The United States has a moral obligation to intervene in the genocide that is currently taking place in Darfur." Some of your guiding questions might be "Why should the United States consider the killings in Darfur a genocide?" "How has the United States intervened in humanitarian crises in the past?" "What forms of intervention would be most effective to end the genocide in Darfur?" Developing meaningful guiding questions will focus your resrach and, ultimately, the structure of your paper. 

---contemplate how your topic relates to the essential questions in this course

---offer an explanation of how your thesis ties to one or more of the course's essential questions
You must complete the Update #1 form and meet with your mentor for guidance and a grade.
If you are doing a nontraditional project, please use the other Update #1 Form for Non-traditional posted on the

Humanities Website. UPDATE #1 form is on the Humanities Website
SMP Update 2 – due February 28, 2013
Viable Topic Check, Thesis, Sufficient Resources, Read and Evaluate First Two Sources

In two word processed pages, you need to

---assess if there is enough material available on your topic to support a 10 page research paper

---revise your thesis to ensure it is defensible & focused

---using quotes, facts, and information from the sources, discuss how the first two sources answer your guiding questions and support your thesis

---include an MLA Works Cited Entry for each source.
Meet with your Mentor for guidance and your grade.  Forms on the Humanities Website.
A thesis statement is something that can be proven or disproven. For example, “China has an atrocious record of violating the rights of its citizens.” is NOT a thesis statement. This is simply a statement of fact and fails to take a focused stance. However, “China's approach to child labor practices effectively provides a license for Chinese businesses to violate the human rights of Chinese youth." is a thesis statement. This statement can be argued one way or the other and takes a clear, focused stance.
IF YOU ARE DOING A NONTRADITIONAL PROJECT, AT THIS POINT, YOU MUST PROVIDE A PROJECT SCHEDULE THAT IS TAILORED SPECIFICALLY TO YOUR PROJECT. Complete the form that is available on the Humanities Website, and be sure to collaborate with your mentor.
SMP Update 3 – due March 19, 2013
Read and Evaluate Three More Sources - total of 5

In two word processed pages, you need to

---discuss how the next three sources answer your essential questions and support your thesis using quotes, facts, and information from the sources

---include an MLA Works Cited Entry for each source.
Meet with your Mentor for guidance and your grade. Forms are on the Humanities Website.
SMP Update 4– due April 4, 2013
Finalize Thesis, Read and Evaluate Three More Sources - total of 8

In two word processed pages, you need to

---using quotes, facts, and information from the sources, discuss how the next three sources answer your essential questions and support your thesis

---include an MLA Works Cited Entry for each source.
Meet with your Mentor for guidance and your grade. Forms are on the Humanities Website.
Examples of outlines and organizational frameworks will be provided by the Humanities teachers.
** Your Outline/Framework is then due to your mentor by April 24, 2013**

** Set up an appointment with your mentor to review comments on your Outline.**
SMP Update 5– due April 30, 2013
Outline / organizational framework with Mentor Comments due to Humanities teacher

To get a grade, your Outline /organizational framework must have comments from your mentor and the form needs to be completed.

You can make a photocopy or pick up the Outline/Framework from your Humanities teacher within a couple of days, so you can begin your rough draft immediately.
Draft of Paper - due to your mentor on May 14, 2013
Your mentor will be reading this draft and giving it back to you with a grade by
SMP Update 6 – due May 21, 2013
Form (available on Humanities Website) with mentor grade for draft - You do not need to submit the paper itself to your humanities instructor because you will need it to revise for your final.
FINAL PAPER IS DUE ON May 30, 2013. You must submit a copy of your paper to Turnitin.com and bring one copy of your paper to class for your Humanities teacher to give to your mentor.
SMP Update 7 – due June 6, 2013- Preparation for Presentation

You must meet with your mentor one last time to discuss aspects of your presentation which may include

--- visual and multi-media aspects of presentation

---define essential elements to be included

---when and how to address thesis and connection to course's essential questions

---ideas for introduction and conclusion

---organization of ideas

---testing the technology you plan to use IN THE ROOM IN WHICH YOU WILL PRESENT
The Humanities teachers will provide basic review of presentation techniques as well as do's and don'ts to guide you in planning your presentation.
Quick Look: SMP Due Dates/Fall 2012
Be sure you refer to the SMP Overview Packet and related rubrics to be sure you know everything that’s due on these dates!

February 8, 2013: SMP Update 1

February 28, 2013: SMP Update 2

March 19, 2013: SMP Update 3
April 4, 2013: SMP Update 4
April 24, 2013: Outline to Mentor
April 30, 2013: SMP Update 5
May 14, 2013: Draft to Mentor 
May 21, 2013: SMP Update 6
May 30, 2013: Final Draft to Mentor AND Humanities teacher
June 6, 2013: SMP Update 7 AND PRESENTATION!
