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“A” Range
· clear, well-developed thesis
· effectively analyzes the issue
· very well-organized; focus is maintained throughout essay
· detailed and extensive information is included to support the thesis
· information is accurate; may have a few unimportant mistakes

· sources are cited using correct MLA format
· very well-written, with few if any grammar or spelling mistakes
“B” Range
· clear thesis, but not very developed
· analyzes the issue, but without much depth; more descriptive information than needed
· demonstrates some organization, but focus is not maintained throughout essay
· information is included to support the topic thesis, but details are lacking
· contains some mistakes, but most information is accurate

· sources are cited using MLA format, with some errors
· well-written, with grammar and/or spelling mistakes that do not interfere with understanding
“C” to “D” Range
· lacks a thesis, or thesis is confused or underdeveloped
· weak or inappropriate analysis; mostly descriptive
· lacks organization; focus is often lost within the essay
· only the most basic information is included to support the thesis
· contains major mistakes; information is often inaccurate

· sources are cited, but not according to MLA format
· numerous grammar and/or spelling mistakes that make the essay difficult to understand
“D” to “F” Range
· no thesis
· no analysis; simply describes or restates the issue
· poorly organized and unfocused

· lacks supporting information
· information is mostly or completely inaccurate

· no source citations
· poorly written, with grammar and/or spelling mistakes that make the essay almost impossible to understand


